
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
Does it get much better than a great Napa Cab, with its
succulence and rich velvety goodness? Ever since 1976, when
the British wine merchant Steven Spurrier hosted the famous
"judgment of Paris" blind tasting, Napa has been squarely on
the fine wine map. That famous tasting pitted top Californian
Cabernet Sauvignon wines against leading Cabernet-based
wines from Bordeaux, France, and the results placed the regions
pretty much neck-and-neck.
Not terribly surprising really. The climate ripens the grapes
beautifully and consistently. The soil is well-suited to that grape

Sometimes, the damp chill of winter stirs a not-so-subtle
hankering for sunlight. You know the drill: long, dark,
dreary days that make you want to hop on a plane and

fly somewhere, anywhere hot and bright - preferably every
weekend. Few have that luxury, but feeding the need for
sunshine may be easier than you think.

Californian wine is notoriously bottled sunshine, so with
each sip, some small part of you slips away to the Golden State.
To send you on your way, here are terrific styles that part of the
world does particularly well.
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tunes optional). Itsjuicy flavours tend to suggest chin-drip peach
and wild strawberries. Beringer makes a very good version.

variety. And the know-how is certainly there. Iconic names
such as Cakebread Cellars, Clos du Val, Ridge Vineyards,
Caymus, Opus One, Stag's Leap and others regulaIJy command
top dollar for their saturated flavour, deep complexity and
lush texture. There is no better way to taste the Californian
sunshine than with great.glass of Cab.

CHARDONNAY
As well as ranking reds, the 1976Judgment of Paris compared
whites. Californian Chardonnays competed against those from
the top Burgundy appellations such asMeursault and Puligny-
Montrachet. The results shook the fine wine world. Amazingly,
a 1973 Californian Chardonnay called Chateau Montelena
came in first place. In fact, three of the top four wines were
Californian Chardonnays.

It's now an open secret California makes sterling
Chardonnay with all the piercing precision, undulating layers
of flavour and resonant length Burgundy can offer. Signorello,
Paul Hobbs, Cakebread, Rombauer, Edna Valley Vineyard and
Wente are certainly some names to trust.

Without a doubt, a great glass of Cali Chardonnay can
brighten up any meal or moment - especially in the dead of a
BC winter.

ZINFANDEL
The flagship red grape of California has got to be Zinfandel.
And those who like it like it a lot. It's a black grape variety that
produces deeply rich reds tasting of blackberry, blueberry and
raspberry cordials with hints of peppercorn. Fruit-forward
and opulent, this delicious red is very easy to enjoy and offers
terrific value much of the time. Names to look for include
Caymus, Joel Gott, Ravenswood and Dancing Bull.

White Zinfandel, which is also made from the black
Zinfandel grape, is of course pink, often sweeter, and can be
quite delicious to quaff ice-cold on those days you want to
channel a sunshine-on-your-shoulders moment (john Denver
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RED BLEND
Sure, single varieties from California are terrific. But blends
can knock it out of the park too, because each grape variety
brings something to the mix. -The winernaker can fiddle with
the components, and the results are frequently better than the
sum of its parts.

Orin Swift wines are a prime example of cutting edge
blends from California that ooze appeal. Orin Swift is a small
winery founded by a guy named Dave Phinney, who became a
bit of a winemaking legend - first in California, now globally.
He launched a $35 wine called "The Prisoner" in 2000. That
wine instantly gained a cult-like following and earned top
accolades from respected critics, which repeated vintage after
vintage. The Prisoner even appeared multiple times on the
coveted Wine Spectator Top 100 List. Now, the label has
since been sold. Twice. But it's still wildly popular. And Dave
Phinney's other wines from Orin Swift - a winery he still
owns and runs - are off-the-charts characterful expressions of
Californian joy-juice.

PINOTNOIR
Pinot Noir isn't a wine that immediately comes to mind
when one thinks of California, but maybe it should. There
are microclimates there that offer a huge affinity to that grape
variety. And keeping with the theme of the region, the wines
tend to be riper and more fruit-driven than those in cooler
climates such as Burgundy without losing the elegance and
finesse for which Pinot Noir is known. La Crema and Hahn
always make delicious drops.

Here's to sunshine in a glass.
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